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Advising Rules for Majors


Draft: December 2, 2010
(1) Your major program must consist of at least 40 hours of credit in courses numbered 200 or above as prescribed by your major advisor.  Please note that many major programs require considerably more than 40 hours of credit.
Your major program must consist of at least 30 hours of credit in courses numbered 2000 or above as prescribed by your major advisor.  Please note that many major programs require more than 30 hours of credit. (approved CCI 10-29-10)
(2) Your major may consist either of courses offered in only one department or of courses from allied departments; however, except for interdisciplinary majors, at least 20 of the 40 hours must be in courses offered by the department of the major. Your major may or may not include course work that fulfills the GEC third writing requirement. This requirement is not in effect for all majors; please consult with your major advisor.
Option 1:  Your major may consist of courses offered in only one department or a combination of courses offered in several departments; however, except for interdisciplinary majors, at least 15 of the 30 hours must be in courses offered by the department of the major.

Option 2:  Your major may consist of courses offered in only one department or a combination of courses offered in several departments; however, except for interdisciplinary majors, at least half of the total hours in the major must be in courses offered by the department of the major
Option 3: Delete this section. (approved CCI 10-29-10)

(3) You must earn at least a C- in a course in order for it to be listed on your major. However, you must receive a 2.0 cumulative GPA for all major course work. If you earn a D+, D, or an E in a course that is required for your major, the course cannot be counted toward the major. Your major advisor will decide if the course should be repeated or if another course should be substituted for it.  Courses taken on a pass/non-pass basis cannot be used on the major.  Please note: your major may require a higher minimum cumulative GPA in order to graduate with that major.
(4) Your major program/department advisor must approve all courses comprising your major. If you change from one major or curriculum to another, consult with an advisor in Arts and Sciences Advising. Such changes may result in modifying requirements to such an extent that your date of graduation might be delayed.
(5) If you have transferred from another institution, you must have on the major program at least 20 credit hours earned at The Ohio State University. Your major advisor, the chairperson of the department concerned, and the appropriate assistant dean must approve any request for a variation in this policy.
Option 1:  If you have transferred from another institution, you must have on the major program at least 15 semester credit hours earned at The Ohio State University. Your major program/department advisor, the chairperson of the department concerned, and the executive assistant dean in Arts and Sciences Advising must approve any request for a variation in this policy.
Option 2:  If you are transferring credit from another institution, you must have on the major program at least half of the semester credit hours earned at The Ohio State University. Your major program/department advisor, the chairperson of the department concerned, and the executive assistant dean in Arts and Sciences Advising must approve any request for a variation in this policy. (approved CCI 11-12-10)
(6) A minimum of 60 hours of Arts and Sciences or Arts and Sciences-approved upper-division course work are required. Upper-division courses are defined as all Arts and Sciences courses at the 300 level or above, Philosophy 250, all courses taught by departments in mathematical and physical sciences at the 200 level and above (except for courses numbered 294), and foreign language courses taught in the language at the 200 level. Your 60 upper-division hours may come from hours earned for the GEC, the major, and electives.
Option 1:  A minimum of 39 hours of Arts and Sciences or Arts and Sciences-approved upper-division course work is required. Upper-division courses are defined as all Arts and Sciences courses at the 3000 level or above, Philosophy 2500, all courses taught by departments in mathematical and physical sciences at the 2000 level and above (except for courses numbered 2194), and foreign language courses taught in the language at the 2000 level. (approved CCI 11-12-10)
Option 2: Delete entire section.
(7) A minimum of 176 hours of Arts and Sciences or Arts and Sciences-approved courses are required.  No more than 6 of the 15 hours permitted outside Arts and Sciences can be physical education activity courses.
A minimum of 111 semester hours of Arts and Sciences or Arts and Sciences-approved courses is required.  No more than 4 of the 10 semester hours permitted outside Arts and Sciences can be physical education activity courses. (approved CCI 11-12-10)
(8) For double majors, the current requirement is that there can be overlap between the majors (with permission of both departments, of course), provided that each major has 30 unique (non-overlapping) hours.
For students pursuing multiple majors, each major must have at least 18 unique (non-overlapping) semester hours. With permission of the major departments, non-unique hours may count toward multiple majors. Non-unique hours may also count toward the GE. (draft CCI 11-12-10)
Suggested wording (Mary Ellen Jenkins): “In the case of a student pursuing multiple majors, course work may overlap between the majors, provided that each major department allows such overlap and that each major has at least 18 unique (non-overlapping) semester hours.  Similarly, there may be overlap between major course work and the GE (again, with departmental permission and at least 18 unique, non-overlapping hours in each major).”
(9) For dual degrees, the current requirement is that the student must earn an additional 45 hours beyond the total hours required for one degree (so, 236 total for students on the “old” GEC and 226 for students on the GEC-R).  The student also must be sure to complete 90 (rather than 60) upper-division hours.
Students pursuing multiple degrees must earn at least 30 semester hours for each additional degree beyond the total hours required for a single degree. The GE requirements for each degree must be met.
Option 1:  The student also must complete 60 (rather than 39) upper-division semester hours.
Option 2:  No additional text. (approved CCI 11-12-10)
